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!"!  ( ) organized in 2012 in order 
to discuss, plan and support creative engagement with 
Shenzhen’s urbanized villages. 

Three questions have inspired us.

1. What can be learned and gained from return-
ing to Shenzhen’s urbanized villages?

repurposed as cultural spaces?

3. How can creative interventions motivate 
Shenzhen residents to cross cultural and economic 
difference and discuss our common urban condition? 

art programs, !CDYPIC\4. >76 and !CDYPIC\4. >76.
VK94]. MCKPIKQI2E.
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 refers to historic villages 

. are low income neighborhoods that 

working poor and recent college graduates.

. is sometimes translated as 

or “team of  spies”. 
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or “handshake” buildings 
-

hands with people in neighboring buildings.

CZC Special Forces also collaborates with commu-

CZC Special Forces operate a small art space in 

a venue for new works.

/%+0($%1-)234 is a 12 
m2 -
viding a larger one-room appartment into two small 
effeciencies. /%+0($%1-) 234) has one window that 
faces the wall of  the neighboring building. The land-

-
net access. In the Fall of  2013, CZC rented the space 

-
banized villages in Shenzhen. In fact, the neighbor-

-

north and south of  Shennan Middle Road, making it 

inner districts. 

-

kilometer, more twice that of  municipal average of  
2, a statistic which in 2012 made 

-
ing Overseas Chinese Town (OCT), where a “cheap” 
apartment rents for 8,000 rmb.
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Accounting !CDYPIC\4.>76. In 
English, the word “accounting” has both a practical 
and a spiritual meaning. The practical meaning refers 
to economic booking keeping, which can range from 
a personal bank account to the holdings of  a multi-

more complex. Spiritual accounting connotes the pro-

The decision to migrate to Shenzhen (
), for example, takes into account one’s gen-

The so-called “Shenzhen Dream ( )” 

friends. Some dream of  settling their parents more 

entails balancing one’s economic accounts against 

pleasures (cigarettes + movie tickets + afternoon cof-

desire to purchase in order to realize their Shenzhen 

vast population. 

In Accounting
a designer, and lives in an urban village apartment 
with two other friends. In order to realize his Shen-

-
trical and water bills, miscellaneous costs as well as 

can be saved or it can be spent on social activities and 

senses of  the word – begins.

Accounting

an urban village minus food minus net access minus 
transportation minus telephone minus miscellaneous 

savings rates in order to purchase even one square me-
ter of  housing.  For example, in Longgang District the 

square meter, while in Nanshan District (the location 

meter2. Housing costs in neighboring Dongguan and 

-
tion of  urban villages through out Shenzhen. Visitors 

-
change items, one for one, taking one item and leaving 
another. The exchange corner reminds visitors that 
much urban village economizing goes on out of  sight, 

the market breakdown and it is even harder to envi-
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“This has to be a man’s budget. No woman can get 

entrepreneur who grew up in Shenzhen.

college graduate who works in graphic design.

to attend a friend’s wedding,” -- 20-something man-
ager who works in tourism.

workers who helped install the exhibition.

On October 20, 2013, CZC hosted one-man band, 
more music

The event included a music workshop and evening 

opening of  Handshake 302 and Accounting.
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Superheroes navigate the debris of  urban despair, 

staircases that lead to cramped spaces at the end of  
-

buildings in a single bound and rescue the victims of  
unfettered greed and malignant desire. Most impor-

potential and unlimited transformation in these 

5%6&*7*8%&*+9):6&*(&()V4K.%I4DQI4D^=.VKE.b4K=.V9.VKDZECD=.HC5F."DD.)a$2DD4LL=.WCD^.dKCD=.[ICD^.
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In the installation Baishizhou Superhero -
ful cartoon characters transform Handshake 302 
into a magic telephone booth. Visitors step into the 
space and through the power of  a photo stand in 
become one of  seven possible urban village superhe-

Dog, or Cat-a-go-go. Friends can then take pictures 

game until we remember that these social roles 

through which migrant workers transform their lives. 
Each migrant worker undergoes the sometimes exhil-

-

Superheroes also sustain Shenzhen’s economic 
boomtimes. After all, these superheroes provide the 

At second glance, the insidious charm of  the installa-
tion becomes even more apparent. There is no doubt 
that human beings have latent potential to transform 
ourselves and our lives. The Shenzhen Dream hinges 

improve their material lives. Within the maelstrom of  
globalization, however, the latent potential of  human 

of  an unpaid grandmother, for example, is to create 
-

in fact, the power to sell their labor on an unregu-
lated market for as long as their bodies hold out. A 
popular expression maintains that migrant workers 

-

-

@A8-6)B-,>96%8$*7(C
 Street: Shahe

 Neighborhood: Baishizhou
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the second-hand goods? Who are the handshake 

-

live and work and pursue the fetishized Shenzhen 
dream – designer goods, a penthouse apartment, and 
unlimited access to ever new and improved shopping 

shanzhai versions of  the good life. 

On advertisements throughout Shenzhen visitors 

a Shenzhener”. Shenzhen’s urban villages are con-

commercial centers, and business districts. Moreover, 
the villages house the workers and working class fam-

and the workers of  Foxxcon and Huawei inhabit 

other words, urban villages are the working migrants’ 

-
borhood, OCT-Loft. OCT has promoted itself  as a 
creative center and offered exceptions to architecture 

-

renderers, and designers can’t afford to rent, let alone 
-

Italian seaside resort. Instead, the Shenzhen dreams 

 (Sh nzhài) refers to Chinese imitation and 
-

stronghold” and referred to the hideouts of  region-
shanzhai 

-
nabes, innovations to existing consumer goods, and 

In some sense, the handshake buildings of  

shanzhai 

-

shanzhai in the old fashioned 
sense of  the term--spaces where outlaws, their 

that operates in parallel to mainstream Shenzhen.



Urban Fetish / Baishizhou unfolds in three parts. In 

two begins when an electric shovel reveals a pile of  

to the sandbox and make sand castles. However, as 
the music fades, the golden demons enter, frightening 

Urban Fetish illustrates the dialectical transformation 
-

-
ket. On the other hand, however, the expansion of  

that larger and more expensive developments have 
encroached on and supplanted affordable urban vil-

interviews and workshops for Urban Village Fetish / 
Baishizhou. All interviews and workshops were open 
to the public. After the performance, anthropolo-
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On December 8, 2013 Lora Liu and Lisa Chen of  

the workshop was to develop theatre through an 

transform their experiences and understanding into 

us than we had to teach them.

beautiful and strange place, where their friends live, 

from the exercise garden in front of  Jiangnan 

Arcade, and the “Dinosaur Garden” on the 

communities. 

Garden despite our grown-up habits. Just as children 
do not parse the world into administrative categories, 
we do not require them to show the same respect for 

We then asked the children to take these experiences 
and transform them into a “script”. The children 

the workshop unfolded, children began to re-write 
their experiences. Sometimes, the rewriting led to 

wanted to happen. And sometimes, the rewriting 

In each case, however, the rewriting was the 
moment when mutual learning occurred. We better 

imagine the world. 

The result of  the workshop was Playground, a meta-

The performances also suggested the contours 

that although the video arcade was boring, it was 
nevertheless the most interesting place to visit. 

development. In fact, the children who came to and 

did so because these activities were more fun than 

universal, but contained within our administrative 
boundaries and concomitant school districts. 

Playground

has no boundaries.
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The six children who participated in the 

children had went through the entire process of  
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adults it is nothing more than a pipe dream. And 
-

The repetitive task that is folding 1,000 paper cranes 

-
tice.  Each of  these repetitions is like folding 1,000 

In an urban village handshake building, renters come 
and go, but the spirit that haunts each cramped 

-
peating the same activities is like folding one’s life 
in order to realize the crane of  freedom. And there 

However, there is no unambiguous desire. In an era 
of  heterogeneous values, different desires and ambi-

Hope can be simple and even pure, but to realize an 
-

-
tion to feeling how cramped and narrow it is, I also 
thought about all the people who had lived here be-

live here. I thought about the repetitive suffering and 
-

go to move into a “respectable” home. I also thought 

expression has it) in that vexed space between desire 
-

habit that mental crucible where relentless economic 
and social pressure smelt perseverance, inner voices, 

Handshake 302 is our stage, where members of  
CZC Special Forces perform stories of  and about 

drawing our attention to what it means to be human, 
but also reminding us that we strive to achieve our 
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-
neurship. Shoeshine aunties, a tourist bike service, 

of  the plaza, where occasional street performers 

been sighted, as have roguish monks, fortune-tellers, 
and Chinese chess hustlers, who trade barbs with old 

trundle past, vendors push carts piled high with 

students send we chat while navigating the thick mass 
of  vehicles on Shahe Street, a clotted, two-lane road 

low-cost manufacturing past. 

-

Shenzhen of  migrant dreams and municipal propa-

ganda. Two-lane Shahe Street is the widest street in 

roads are less than four meters wide and the narrow 

creating a cramped and vibrant street life, where 

architects, secretaries, sanitation workers, and small-

Shennan Middle Road. In fact, the visceral differ-
ence between Shennan Middle Road and Shahe 

economic relationships, and urban planning create 
divergent human experiences. Shennan Road is the 

to and from sparkling high-rises and branded tow-

-

along Shahe Street, where concrete, ceramic tiles, 

redundant shapes and forms.

Nevertheless, there are architectural moments when 

and cultural identities. Consider, for example, the 

fengshui -

-

one of  the rivulets that bubbled up in Shangbaishi 
had healing properties. Villagers from the surround-

-

HK^5CD1._2:4D._CPI.0L21IKD^.C1.1I4.+CD^12E._4LL`



wastewater run off  contaminated groundwater. Nev-
ertheless, the fengshui
mark the location of  the traditional source of  heal-

care of  the shrine, while new migrants come burn 

importance of  water sources is remembered in the 
Cantonese expression, “water sources bring prosper-

built next to wells and springs. 

Or take for example the Tangtou Village row hous-

-

was a state-owned agricultural enterprise. These 
villages received the distinction of  being a Farm 
rather than a collective because during the Chinese 

government displaced four villages (Gangzuodou, 

The displaced Tangtou families built ten row houses 
on land that used to belong to Shangshi Village and 
was located next to a public well. The row houses 

China and incorporated both modernist and tradi-
tional Hakka architectural technologies and aesthet-

that tradition and include the household designation 
or “branch”. 

Throughout the Mao era, Shahe Farm underwent a 
series of  restructurings, the most important of  which 

the boundaries of  Shahe Farm. This restructuring 

was a resettlement location for repatriated Overseas 
Chinese, who elected to return to China either to 
support the revolution or to escape anti-Chinese 

-
ated Overseas Chinese into the Chinese planned 

hukou 

(household registration). On the other hand, given 

other words, Shahe was under-populated relative to 

-
prise into the area.

Economic Zone were proposed, dividing the terri-

these areas are known as the “outer” and “inner” 

enterprise Shahe Farm was positioned to take ad-
vantage of  the new policies, and it built one of  the 
earliest industrial parks in Shenzhen. Nevertheless, 
at the beginning of  Reform and Opening Shennan 
Road was an underused dirt road, that village chil-

-

-
tract more investment capital to the area the Central 

-

was divided into Shahe (8.02 km2) and Overseas 
2). As in Shahe, the 

labor-intensive manufacturing to generate economic 
growth. However, unlike Shahe, OCT brought in 

%ICI4.,DYEP15KCL.?C5\.TC0125K4P`



including a hospital, school, and parks. 

The structural divergence between Shahe and OCT 

-

commitment to economic liberalization, it was ap-
parent that neither Shahe nor OCT could survive 
as manufacturing enterprises. At the time, the area 
remained peripheral to manufacturing centers in 

manufacturing centers, challenging and soon sur-
passing both Luohu and Shekou. OCT responded 

become a leisure destination for Luohu and Shekou 
-

landscaping and spacious housing that was unavail-

from the top-down restructuring of  Shenzhen’s 

which included tourism, theme parks, and high 
culture. To take advantage of  the preferential poli-

architectural biennale, bringing international and 
domestic attention to the area.

In contrast, Shahe did not have an organized devel-

while individual villagers engaged in a land grab 

land grabs occurred on and around historic village 
centers, as well as near the roads that Shahe En-
terprises had laid to facilitate shipping to and from 
the industrial park. At the same time, Shahe enter-

Middle Road. As the decade closed, OCT erected 

-

(and still growing) populations of  its urbanized vil-
lages. Over the decade subsequent to the Tianmian 

-
-

-

migrants and working class families.

-
tinct neighborhoods that are nevertheless connected 

-
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